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§ 142.21 State consideration of a vari-
ance or exemption request. 

A State with primary enforcement 
responsibility shall act on any variance 
or exemption request submitted to it, 
within 90 days of receipt of the request. 

§ 142.22 Review of State variances, ex-
emptions and schedules. 

(a) Not later than 18 months after the 
effective date of the interim national 
primary drinking water regulations the 
Administrator shall complete a com-
prehensive review of the variances and 
exemptions granted (and schedules pre-
scribed pursuant thereto) by the States 
with primary enforcement responsi-
bility during the one-year period begin-
ning on such effective date. The Ad-
ministrator shall conduct such subse-
quent reviews of exemptions and sched-
ules as he deems necessary to carry out 
the purposes of this title, but at least 
one review shall be completed within 
each 3–year period following the com-
pletion of the first review under this 
paragraph. 

(b) Notice of a proposed review shall 
be published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 
Such notice shall (1) provide informa-
tion respecting the location of data and 
other information respecting the 
variances and exemptions to be re-
viewed (including data and other infor-
mation concerning new scientific mat-
ters bearing on such variances and ex-
emptions), and (2) advise of the oppor-
tunity to submit comments on the 
variances and exemptions reviewed and 
on the need for continuing them. Upon 
completion of any such review, the Ad-
ministrator shall publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER the results of his re-
view, together with findings responsive 
to any comments submitted in connec-
tion with such review. 

§ 142.23 Notice to State. 
(a) If the Administrator finds that a 

State has, in a substantial number of 
instances, abused its discretion in 
granting variances or exemptions 
under section 1415(a) or section 1416(a) 
of the Act or failed to prescribe sched-
ules in accordance with section 1415(a) 
or section 1416(b) of the Act, he shall 
notify the State of his findings. Such 
notice shall: 

(1) Identify each public water system 
for which the finding was made; 

(2) Specify the reasons for the find-
ing; and 

(3) As appropriate, propose revoca-
tion of specific variances or exemp-
tions, or propose revised schedules for 
specific public water systems. 

(b) The Administrator shall also no-
tify the State of a public hearing to be 
held on the provisions of the notice re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section. 
Such notice shall specify the time and 
location for the hearing. If, upon noti-
fication of a finding by the Adminis-
trator, the State takes adequate cor-
rective action, the Administrator shall 
rescind his notice to the State of a pub-
lic hearing, provided that the Adminis-
trator is notified of the corrective ac-
tion prior to the hearing. 

(c) The Administrator shall publish 
notice of the public hearing in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER and in a newspaper or 
newspapers of general circulation in 
the involved State including a sum-
mary of the findings made pursuant to 
paragraph (a) of this section, a state-
ment of the time and location for the 
hearing, and the address and telephone 
number of an office at which interested 
persons may obtain further informa-
tion concerning the hearing. 

(d) Hearings convened pursuant to 
paragraphs (b) and (c) of this section 
shall be conducted before a hearing of-
ficer to be designated by the Adminis-
trator. The hearing shall be conducted 
by the hearing officer in an informal, 
orderly and expeditious manner. The 
hearing officer shall have authority to 
call witnesses, receive oral and written 
testimony and take such other action 
as may be necessary to assure the fair 
and efficient conduct of the hearing. 
Following the conclusion of the hear-
ing, the hearing officer shall forward 
the record of the hearing to the Admin-
istrator. 

(e) Within 180 days after the date no-
tice is given pursuant to paragraph (b) 
of this section, the Administrator 
shall: 

(1) Rescind the finding for which the 
notice was given and promptly notify 
the State of such rescission, or 

(2) Promulgate with any modifica-
tions as appropriate such revocation 
and revised schedules proposed in such 
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